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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-4, 6, 9-1 1 and 14 use the phrase "operable to" which constitutes a use 
limitation and thus renders the claims indefinite as to what structure is embraced by the 
metes and bounds of the claim language. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Number 6,064,380 to Swenson et al. [hereinafter Swenson]. 

3. Regarding claim 10, Swenson discloses an information management apparatus 
[column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the server supervises and 
provides the content to the user], comprising: 

management means for managing the provision of predetermined content to an 
information processing apparatus via a network [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, 
lines 1-7, where the server supervises and provides the content to the user and the user 
sends the position information to the server; column 1 , lines 9-19, where the server 
manages the content over the network]; and 
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storing means for storing a time stamp [column 5, lines 44-54, where the position 
may be determined in terms of time position] in association with predetermined 
identification information [column 1 , lines 19-21, where the user needs to login before 
he or she can obtain access to the services provided by the server] in accordance with 
a request from the information processing apparatus [column 4, lines 65-all and column 
5, lines 1-7, where the user requested for the storing of the position time stamp of the 
video or multimedia file; column 2, lines 62-all and column 3, line 1 , where the request 
comes from an information processing apparatus], said time stamp representing a 
playing position of said content provided via said network [column 4, lines 62-all and 
column 5, lines 1-7; column 5, lines 46-51, where the playing position may be 
determined in terms of time position; column 1, lines 9-19, where the provision of the 
content and the playing position is via a network], wherein 

said management means is operable to manage the provision of said content 
[column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the server supervises and 
provides the content to the user and the user sends the position information to the 
server] from the playing position represented by said time stamp [column 4, lines 62-all 
and column 5, lines 1-7; column 5, lines 46-51, where the playing position may be 
determined in terms of time position] when the information processing apparatus 
[column 2, lines 62-all and column 3, line 1 , where the request comes from an 
information processing apparatus] transmits said identification information [column 1 , 
lines 19-21, where the user needs to login before he or she can obtain access to the 
services provided by the server and the computer transmits the identification 
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information] and requests that said content be played from the playing position 
represented by said time stamp [column 2, lines 28-32, where the user requests to play 
the video or multimedia file from the saved playing position; column 5, lines 46-51 , 
where the playing position may be determined in terms of time position]. 
4. Regarding claim 1 1 , Swenson discloses everything claimed as above (see claim 
10), in addition Swenson discloses further comprising: 

viewing status information storing means for storing viewing status information 
representing a viewing status of said content [column 5, lines 44-51 , where the time of 
the position is stored representing the viewing status information of the content] in 
accordance with a request from the information processing apparatus [column 4, lines 
65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the user requested for the storing of the position 
or the time stamp of the video or multimedia file; column 2, lines 62-all and column 3, 
line 1, where the request comes from an information processing apparatus], 

wherein said management means is operable to manage the provision of said 
content [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the server supervises and 
provides the content to the user and the user sends the position information to the 
server] from the playing position represented by said time stamp [column 4, lines 62-all 
and column 5, lines 1-7; column 5, lines 46-51, where the playing position may be 
determined in terms of time position] when the viewing status of said content 
represented by the viewing status information indicates that said content has not been 
played to the end [column 1 , lines 65-all and column 2, lines 1 -1 1 and lines 24-31 , 
where the position is saved before the content gets to the end; column 5, lines 44-51, 
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where the time of the position is stored representing the viewing status information of 
the content]. 

5. Regarding claim 12, Swenson discloses an information management method 
[column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the server supervises and 
provides the content to the user and the user sends the position information to the 
server], comprising: 

providing predetermined content to an information processing apparatus via a 
network [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the system supervises 
and provides the content that the user receives; column 1, lines 9-19, where the server 
sends the content over the network]; and 

storing a time stamp [column 5, lines 44-46; column 5, lines 46-51 where the 
position may be determined in terms of time position] in association with predetermined 
identification information [column 1, lines 19-21, where the user needs to login before 
he or she can obtain access to the services provided by the server and therefore 
identify himself] in accordance with a request from the information processing apparatus 
[column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the user requested for the storing 
of the position or the time stamp of the video or multimedia file; column 2, lines 62-all 
and column 3, line 1 , where the request comes from an information processing 
apparatus], said time stamp representing a playing position of said content provided by 
said providing step [column 4, lines 62-all and column 5, lines 1-7; column 5, lines 46- 
51 where the playing position may be determined in terms of time position], wherein 
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said providing step provides said content [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, 
lines 1-7, where the server supervises and provides the content to the user and the user 
sends the position information to the server] from the playing position represented by 
said time stamp [column 4, lines 62-all and column 5, lines 1-7; column 5, lines 46-51, 
where the playing position may be represented by time position] when the information 
processing apparatus [column 2, lines 62-all and column 3, line 1] transmits said 
identification information [column 1 , lines 19-21, where the user needs to login before 
he or she can obtain access to the services provided by the server and the computer 
transmits the identification information] and requests that said content be played from 
the playing position represented by said time stamp [column 2, lines 28-32, where the 
user requests to play the video or multimedia file from the saved playing position; 
column 5, lines 46-51 , where the playing position may be determined in terms of time 
position]. 

6. Regarding claim 13, it is an inherent variation of claim 12, thus it is interpreted 
and rejected for the same reasons set forth in rejection of claim 12. 

7. Regarding claim 14, Swenson discloses a system for managing information, 
comprising: 

a processor operable to execute instructions [column 2, lines 62-all and column 
3, line 1 ; column 6, line 1 -1 1 , where the processor executes the instructions of the 
invention]; and 

instructions [column 6, line 1-11, where the program code has the instructions] 
for carrying out an information management method [column 4, lines 65-all and column 
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5, lines 1-7, where the method of management of information is being performed], the 
information management method including: 

providing predetermined content to an information processing apparatus via a 
network [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the server supervises 
and provides the content to the user and the user sends the position information to the 
server; column 1 , lines 9-19, where the server is provides the content over the network]; 
and 

storing a time stamp [column 5, lines 44-51 , where the position may be 
determined in terms of time position] in association with predetermined identification 
information [column 1 , lines 19-21 , where the user needs to login before he or she can 
obtain access to the services provided by the server] in accordance with a request from 
the information processing apparatus [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, 
where the user requested for the storing of the position or the time stamp of the video or 
multimedia file, column 2, lines 62-all and column 3, line 1, where the request comes 
from an information processing apparatus], said time stamp representing a playing 
position of said content provided by said providing step [column 4, lines 62-all and 
column 5, lines 1-7; column 5, lines 46-51 , where the playing position may be 
determined in terms of time position], wherein 

said providing step provides said content [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, 
lines 1-7, where the server supervises and provides the content to the user to play] from 
the playing position represented by said time stamp [column 4, lines 62-all and column 
5, lines 1-7; column 5, lines 46-51, where the playing position may be determined in 
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terms of time position] when the information processing apparatus [column 2, lines 62- 
all and column 3, line 1] transmits said identification information [column 1, lines 19-21, 
where the user needs to login before he or she can obtain access to the services 
provided by the server and the computer transmits the identification information] and 
requests that said content be played from the playing position represented by said time 
stamp [column 2, lines 28-32, where the user requests to play the video or multimedia 
file from the saved playing position; column 5, lines 46-51, where the playing position 
may be determined in terms of time position]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 1-4 and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Swenson. 

10. Regarding claim 1, Swenson discloses a communications system, comprising: 
an information processing apparatus [column 2, lines 62-all and column 3, line 1]; 

and 

an information management apparatus [column 4, lines 65-all and column 
5, lines 1-7, where the server manages the content provided to the user] 
operable to manage playing positions of contents [column 4, lines 62-all and 
column 5, lines 1-7; column 5, lines 46-51, where the playing position may be 
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determined in terms of time position; [column 2, lines 28-32], where the system 
manages where the user would like to play the video or multimedia file the next 
time the access the file]; 

said information processing apparatus [column 2, lines 62-all and column 3, line 
1] including: 

playing means for playing content provided via a network [column 2, lines 

28-32]; 

first request means for requesting [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, 
lines 1-7, where the user requested for the storing of the position or the time 
stamp of the video or multimedia file] that said information management 
apparatus [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the server 
manages the content provided to the user] store a time stamp [column 5, lines 
44-46; column 5, lines 46-51 , where the position may be determined in terms of 
time position] in association with predetermined identification information [column 
1 , lines 19-21 , where the user needs to login before he or she can obtain access 
to the services provided by the server], while said content is played by said 
playing means, in response to an instruction that said time stamp representing a 
playing position of said content at that moment be stored [column 4, lines 62-all 
and column 5, lines 1-7, where while the content is being played the user 
requests for the content to be paused to continue at a later time and column 5, 
lines 46-51, where the playing position may be determined in terms of time 
position]; and 
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second request means for transmitting said identification information 
[column 1 , lines 19-21 , where the user needs to login before he or she can obtain 
access to the services provided by the server and the computer transmits the 
identification information] to said information management apparatus [column 4, 
lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the server manages the content 
provided to the user] and for requesting the playing of said content from said 
playing position represented by said time stamp [column 2, lines 28-32, where 
the user requests to play the video or multimedia file from the saved playing 
position; column 5, lines 46-51 , where the playing position may be determined in 
terms of time position], wherein 

said identification information includes information allotted to each user 
[column 1 , lines 19-21 , where the user needs to login before he or she can obtain 
access to the services provided by the server; and the server will have the 
identification information of the user in order for them to login], and 

said playing means is operable to play said content from said playing 
position represented by said time stamp in accordance with the request by said 
second request means [column 2, lines 28-32, where the user requests to play 
the video or multimedia file from the saved playing position; column 5, lines 46- 
51, where the playing position may be determined in terms of time position]; and 

said information management apparatus [column 4, lines 65-all and 
column 5, lines 1-7, where the server manages the content provided to the user] 
including: 
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management means for managing the provision of said content to said 
information processing apparatus via said network [column 4, lines 65-all and 
column 5, lines 1-7, where the server supervises and provides the content to the 
user; column 1 , lines 9-1 9, where the server manages the content over the 
network]; and 

storing means for storing said time stamp [column 5, lines 44-46, column 
5, lines 46-51 , where the position may be determined in terms of time position] in 
association with said identification information [column 1, lines 19-21, where the 
user needs to login before he or she can obtain access to the services provided 
by the server], wherein 

said management means is operable to manage the provision of said 
content [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the server 
supervises and provides the content to the user] from said playing position 
represented by said time stamp [column 4, lines 62-all and column 5, lines 1-7; 
column 5, lines 46-51 , where the playing position may be determined in terms of 
time position] when said information processing apparatus [column 2, lines 62-all 
and column 3, line 1 , where the request comes from an information processing 
apparatus] transmits said identification information [column 1, lines 19-21, where 
the user needs to login before he or she can obtain access to the services 
provided by the server and the computer transmits the identification information] 
and requests the playing of said content from said playing position represented 
by said time stamp [column 2, lines 28-32, where the user requests to play the 
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video or multimedia file from the saved playing position; column 5, lines 46-51 , 
where the playing position may be determined in terms of time position]. 
However, Swenson fails to disclose wherein information allotted to each user group. 
However, the examiner maintains that was well known in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have information allotted to each user group for the purpose of 
having all the user of the group access the same video or multimedia file and the same 
time stamp playing positions. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 2, it is an inherent variation of claim 1 , thus it is interpreted and 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in rejection of claim 1 . 

12. Regarding claim 3, it is an inherent variation of claim 1 , thus it is interpreted and 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in rejection of claim 1 . 

13. Regarding claim 4, Swenson discloses everything claimed as above (see claim 
3), in addition Swenson discloses wherein: 

said first request means is operable to request that the information management 
apparatus stop the provision of said content and store said time stamp upon issuance of 
an instruction to stop the playing of said content [column 4, 65- all and column 5, lines 
1-7, where the user requests to stop the content being played; column 5, lines 44-54, 
where a time stamp gets stored]. 

14. Claim 5 (cancelled) 

15. Regarding claim 6, Swenson discloses everything claimed as above (see claim 
3), in addition Swenson discloses, further comprising: 
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third request means for requesting that a viewing status information management 
apparatus [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the user requested for 
the storing of the position or the time stamp of the video or multimedia file; column 2, 
lines 62-all and column 3, line 1, where the request comes from an information 
processing apparatus] that manages viewing status information store viewing status 
information representing a viewing status of said content [column 5, lines 44-51, where 
the time of the position is stored representing the viewing status information of the 
content], 

wherein said second request means is operable to request the playing of said 
content from said playing position represented by said time stamp in accordance with 
said viewing status of said content represented by said viewing status information 
[column 2, lines 28-32, where the user requests to play the video or multimedia file from 
the saved playing position; column 5, lines 46-51, where the playing position may be 
determined in terms of time position and the time is part of the viewing status 
information]. 

16. Regarding claim 7, it is an inherent variation of claim 1 , thus it is interpreted and 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in rejection of claim 1 . 

17. Regarding claim 8, it is an inherent variation of claim 1 , thus it is interpreted and 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in rejection of claim 1 . 

18. Regarding claim 9, Swenson discloses a system for processing information, 
comprising: 
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a processor operable to execute instructions [column 2, lines 62-all and column 
3, line 1 ; and column 6, line 1 -1 1 , where the processor executes the instructions of the 
invention]; and 

instructions [column 6, line 1-11, where the program code has the instructions] 
for carrying out an information processing method [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, 
lines 1-7, where the server supervises and provides the content to the user], the 
information processing method including: 

playing content provided via a network [column 2, lines 28-32]; 

requesting [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the user 
requested for the storing of the position or the time stamp of the video or multimedia file] 
that an information management apparatus [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 
1-7, where the server manages the content provided to the user] which manages 
playing positions of contents [column 4, lines 62-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the 
server supervises and provides the content to the user; column 5, lines 46-51 , where 
the playing position may be determined in terms of time position] store a time stamp 
[column 5, lines 44-46; column 5, lines 46-51 .where the position may be determined in 
terms of time position] in association with predetermined identification information 
[column 1 , lines 19-21 , where the user needs to login before he or she can obtain 
access to the services provided by the server] during said playing step in response to 
an instruction to store said time stamp representing a playing position of said content at 
that moment [column 4, lines 62-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where while the content is 
being played the user requests for the content to be paused to continue at a later time; 
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[column 5, lines 46-51], where the playing position may be determined in terms of time 
position]; and 

transmitting said identification information [column 1, lines 19-21, where the user 
needs to login before he or she can obtain access to the services provided by the server 
and the computer transmits the identification information] to the information 
management apparatus [column 4, lines 65-all and column 5, lines 1-7, where the 
server manages the content provided to the user] and requesting the playing of said 
content from said playing position represented by said time stamp [column 2, lines 28- 
32, where the user requests to play the video or multimedia file from the saved playing 
position; column 5, lines 46-51 , where the playing position may be determined in terms 
of time position], said identification information including information allotted to each 
user [column 1 , lines 19-21 , where the user needs to login before he or she can obtain 
access to the services provided by the server; and the server will have the identification 
information of the user in order for them to login], and the playing step plays said 
content from said playing position represented by said time stamp in accordance with 
said step of requesting the playing [column 2, lines 28-32, where the user requests to 
play the video or multimedia file from the saved playing position; column 5, lines 46-51 , 
where the playing position may be determined in terms of time position]. 
However, Swenson fails to disclose wherein information allotted to each user group. 
However, the examiner maintains that was well known in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have information allotted to each user group for the purpose of 
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having all the user of the group access the same video or multimedia file and the same 
time stamp playing positions. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

DVR SYSTEM, Pub. NO. 2002/0040475 A1 to Yap et al.. This invention relates 
to audio and video devices, more specifically to video on demand equipment and 
services. This prior art is made of record because it contains the subject matter 
of the current application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YANET RODRIGUEZ whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7257. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM - 4:00 PM Monday- 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jefferey Harold can be reached on 5712727519. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/YANET RODRIGUEZ/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4112 
/Jefferey F Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 41 12 



